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Protecting Maineis't/\RY
Black Bears at the
Ballot Box

Teaching an
Old Swan
New Tricks

C

I

apsized canoes, frightened boaters,
and injured Canada geese are all on
Genghis Swan's rap sheet. Named by
residents for his aggressive nature,
Genghis was about to be deported when
the town of Plymouth, Massachusetts,
agreed to let The HSUS try to teach him
some manners.
On a rainy spring afternoon, NERO
Program Coordinator Linda Huebner
accompanied Jessica Almy, wildlife advo
cate for HSUS's Cape Wildlife Center, on a
mission to teach the overly aggressive
swan not to attack boats. The two canoed
down the Eel River, avoiding his mate's
nest. When Genghis approached too close
to the boat, Huebner sprayed him with
methyl anthranilate, a chemical used in
grape-flavored soft drinks. It seems birds
don't like fake grape, and will typically
learn to avoid the stuff.
Almy has continued his training
sessions, and so far, so good. The last few
trips elicited no reaction from Genghis.
He fathered six cygnets this season,
which may have calmed him down.
Hopefully he'll continue to behave
himself, and the community can continue
to enjoy the river risk-free.
Genghis (bottom) enjoys a quiet moment
with his mate on Plymouth's Eel River.
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n November 2004, voters in
Maine will have the
opportunity to ban several
cruel hunting methods,
including the hunting of bears
with bait, dogs, and leghold traps.
Not familiar with these practices?
It takes only a brief description to
see why animal advocates and
ethical hunters decry these
techniques as unfair and
unsporting.
Bear baiting involves setting up
stations stocked with donuts and
greasy foods before the hunting
season. Bears who become regular
visitors at these bait sites make
easy targets for hunters who shoot
the animals at close range as they
feed. Many of these hunters come
from other states and pay
handsomely for local guides and
Maine voters have a chance to protect black bears
outfitters to make their trophy
from traps, hounds, and baiting. Support the
initiative and vote to protect bears in November.
hunting experience a successful
one. An average of 3,000 bears are
traps when necessary. And contrary to
killed at bait stations in Maine each year. Of
alarmist cries that the state's black bear
the 27 states that still allow bear hunting,
population will spiral out of control, similar
two-thirds prohibit baiting.
initiatives passed in other states have
Another popular method of pursuing
demonstrated quite the opposite.
bears involves the use of dogs fitted with
radio transmitter collars. Packs of dogs chase
Importantly, it stands to reason that bait
stations habituate bears to human foods,
and corner their quarry, allowing the hunter
to follow their signal, then drive in and shoot prompting an increase in human-wildlife
conflicts as these animals lose their wariness
the exhausted bear out of his tree. In
of people and search out such edibles in
addition, Maine is the only state that allows
campgrounds, cabins, and trash cans.
the use of leghold traps to kill bears.
Polling shows that a strong majority of
Opponents often claim that such ballot
Maine citizens favor ending bear baiting,
initiatives represent the end of state wildlife
hounding, and trapping. In response, a
management and longtime hunting
diverse coalition known as Maine Citizens
traditions. In fact, the bear baiting initiative
for Fair Bear Hunting, with support from The
allows exceptions for the Maine Department
HSUS and other animal protection
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to manage
problem animals using bait, hounds, and
continued on page 2
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Reservation Visit Fruitful
By NERO Program Coordinator Hillary
Twining

A

line of people and animals stretched
beyond the crowded waiting area of
the 4-H building and out into the
bright sunshine. Five makeshift surgery
suites awaited the first animal patients, while
teams of veterinary students hurried to
complete the initial health examinations of
their canine and feline charges.
Reservation school children enjoy an
It was day one of the HSUS Rural Area
HSVS humane education presentation.
Veterinary Services (RAYS) annual visit to
acres of flat prairie and rolling hills. The
the Rosebud Indian Reservation. I had left
human-animal bond is as strong here as it is
the blustery March weather of New England
anywhere else, but because there are no vet
to spend a week in the southwestern corner
erinary clinics or animal shelters the reserva
of South Dakota with staff from the HSUS
tion can be a difficult place to own a pet.
Northern Rockies Regional Office, as well as
Amid the hectic pace of the clinic, many
several volunteers, two veterinarians, and
small dramas played out. There was the
students from veterinary schools across the
heavily matted cocker spaniel whose coat
country: The purpose of this trip was to
was painstakingly clipped over the course of
provide free medical care for animals on the
reservation and to present humane education an hour. There was the aging German shep
herd whose owner brought him in for veter
programs at the local schools.
inary care, only to decide that euthanasia was
By the end of the week, the RAYS staff
the most humane option. Then there were
had sterilized 217 pets and provided rabies
and distemper vaccinations for 1,009 animals the first and second graders at the O'Kreek
in the communities of Mission, Rosebud, and School who participated enthusiastically in
our classroom programs.
Parmalee. The humane education team, of
New England doesn't have the same pet
which I was a member, had also visited six
schools serving grades K-8 and had talked to overpopulation issues that are common on
the Rosebud Reservation. However, our
more than 1,000 students about rabies, dog
region does include a number of poor, rural,
bite prevention, and responsible pet care.
The Rosebud Indian Reservation, home to and underserved areas that could benefit
greatly from the RAYS program. We look
members of the Lakota Sioux, is situated on
forward to making these opportunities
available in the future.

Get:RAVS E-news

·.. · ..·· . 0 matter where in the world the
Rural.Area Veterinary Services
. ...· .· (f!AVS) team travels, you can
.·foHowi!lorigwiththe RAVS a-newsletter.
W.hether it's a spay/neuter clinic on South
Dakota's Rosebud Reservation or an
equirte wellness clinic in Peru, readers
.cart get a glimpse into the activities of
these hard-working volunteer veterinary
students (and th.e professional vetswho
oversee them), who travel to the neediest
areas oftheworldto help the animals
and their owners.
Go to www.hsus.org/ravsnewsletter to
sign up for this free, monthly newsletter.

Young Advo
cate Earns
Scholarship

E

ach year, NERO awards the $1,500
Shaw-Worth Memorial Scholarship to
. a New England high school senior
who demonstrates exceptional commitment
to animal protection and the humane ethic.
This year's recipient, Alyssa Borowske of
Barre, Vermont, has helped the Vermont
Department of Fish and Wildlife educate
the public about the dangers of lead toxi
city and the impact of lead sinkers on
populations of the common loon. As the
organizer of a trade-in program, Alyssa
collected more than eight pounds of lead
sinkers. Her two-year project earned her
the Girl Scout Silver Award, the Governor's
Award for Excellence in Pollution Preven
tion, and the Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment's Meritorious Service Award. Alyssa
will be attending Cornell College in Mount
Vernon, Iowa, in the fall, where she plans
to study environmental science.
You can assist future recipients by
making a contribution to this scholarship.
Donations,
payable to The
HSUS (with
"Shaw-Worth"
written on the
memo line),
can be sent to
our office. To
find out more,
go to www.
hsus.org/nero.

continued from "Bears," page 1
organizations, plans to take this issue directly to the voters. Grassroots ballot initiatives
require a great deal of energy from committed volunteers. Approximately 75,000 signatures
from registered Maine citizens must be collected by November 15, 2003, in order to qualify
the bear baiting referendum for the 2004 ballot. During the fall, NERO staff will be joining
scores of signature gatherers fanned out across the state, frequenting fairs, festivals,
businesses, and other public venues. But many additional signatures are still needed! If you
would like to help with this important effort, contact Maine Citizens for Fair Bear Hunting
at 207-781-5155 or info@fairbearhunting.org.
Ballot initiatives also demand a great deal of funding in order to secure critical
newspaper, radio, and television advertising spots during the public education phase of the
campaign. To make a donation, please send your check (payable to MCFBH) to Maine
Citizens for Fair Bear Hunting, 190 U.S. Route One, Falmouth, ME 04105.
This is a unique opportunity for citizens to shape public policy, and NERO strongly
encourages its Maine readers to provide their full support to the bear baiting initiative.
THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES
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Legislative Update

N

ERO actively works for greater legal
protections for animals in each of our
states. Here is an update on just some
of the "animal bills" that we have been
following. If you would like more
information about any of these bills, or
would like to join one of our state legislative
action alert teams, please contact NERO.

Connecticut
• The passage of H.B. 5530 will enable
courts to require psychiatric or psycho
logical counseling, or participation in
animal cruelty prevention and education
programs if they exist, for adults and
children who commit animal abuse.
• The passage of the first-ever state law
addressing the inhumane practice of the
long-term tethering of dogs was realized in
H.B. 6038. The law imposes a series of
increasing fines for confining or tethering
a dog for an unreasonable period of time.
• The passage of H.B. 6066 allows animal
control officers to have impounded ani
mals spayed or neutered before adoption.

Maine
• L.D. 327 requires that the state's Depart
ment of Agriculture promulgate regula
tions similar to the federal guidelines for
the care and treatment of elephants.
• The Animal Welfare Program will receive a
critical boost in funding through the
passage of L.D. 1545, which provides for
modest increases in dog licensing fees, as

well as higher licensing fees for research
institutions, kennels, pet shops, and
shelters.
• A bill to ban hunting in enclosed areas
(also known as canned hunting) was
struck down. Legislation to prohibit the
use of snares was also defeated, despite
overwhelming evidence that the state's
coyote snaring program causes great
suffering to trapped animals and threatens
non-target and endangered species.

Massachusetts
Note: All of these bills are still pending.
• H. 1252 allows students who have
religious or ethical objections to dissection
to choose alternatives such as interactive
computer simulations and models.
• S. 184 prohibits circuses from displaying
primates, wild cats, bears, and elephants
in any traveling show or circus.
• H. 200 changes the carefully constructed
wildlife protection act (originally passed in
1996 as Question 1) and brings back
unregulated use of the inhumane,
indiscriminate, body-gripping Conibear
trap for recreational fur trapping.
• A late-filed bill, House Docket 4306,
would abolish the current restrictions on
leghold traps.

New Hampshire
• Penalties for cockfighting now match
felony dogfighting penalties in New
Hampshire thanks to the passage of S.B.

79. The law also adds a prohibition against
the intentional breeding of animals for
fighting.

Rhode Island
• Bills to restrict the long-term chaining of
dogs and provide stricter standards of care,
and one to eliminate the income kennel
owners can collect from video lottery
terminals at dog tracks both died in
committee.
II The Rhode Island Animal Protection Act,
which would have increased the penalties
for animal cruelty and would have created
a cause of action for the intentional or
negligent death of a pet, was also defeated.

Vermont
• S.100 would make aggravated animal
cruelty a felony even when the animal
does not die. Animal welfare advocates are
hoping that mandated psychological
evaluation and treatment for juveniles
convicted of animal cruelty and definitions
for adequate food, water, and proper
shelter for animals make it back into the
bill when the Legislature resumes.
Ill The passage of H. 464 will provide much
needed funds for the enforcement of pet
store licensing and inspection.
Ill H. 449, signed into law in June, gives
veterinarians who report suspected cases
of animal cruelty and who accompany
humane agents on investigations
immunity from civil liability.

I want to learn how I can help our animal friends
and The Humane society of the United states <HSUS>.
Please send me information about

_ Making a memorial donation to honor
the life of a pet, friend, or relative.
_ Providing for my pets in my will and
in case of emergency.
_ Planning my estate and will to help
animals and The HSUS.

_ Using charitable gift annuities
and trusts to support The HSUS.
_ Giving The HSUS a gift of stock.

Promoting the protection
of all animals
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Director's Report

By Joanne Bourbeau

Director of the New England

Regional Office

Animal Hoarding:
When is Enough
Really Enough?

H

eadlines such as "Impurrfect Tenant:
Cat Woman Creates Stink" and "More
than 100 Dogs Seized From Home"
capture our attention. They're stories about
pet owners termed animal hoarders or
animal collectors. But what exactly does
"animal hoarding" mean? For most of us,
the "accumulation" of animals is a result of
our kind-hearted nature and sincere love for
these creatures. But does that make every pet
owner with more than two animals an
animal hoarder? Hardly.
Dr. Gary Patronek, a former professor at
Tufts Veterinary School and a leading expert
on this phenomenon, defines animal
hoarders as "people who accumulate large
numbers of animals; fail to provide minimal
standards of nutrition, sanitation, and
veterinary care; and fail to act on the
deteriorating condition of the animals or the
environment or the negative impact of the
collection on their own health and well
being." The worry is not so much the
number of animals involved, but the pet
owner's inability to recognize the squalor,
disease, and sometimes even death

surrounding them. Despite their
own responsibility for the
conditions they live in, help for
the people involved must go hand
in hand with help for the
animals.
I was recently asked to assist
with a hoarding case in
Bridgewater, Vermont, involving
more than 65 cats living under
one roof. The cats' owners had
refused spay/neuter assistance
from the local humane society
This is one of the cats who were rescued from a
three years prior, and when dead
Vermont hoarder and later adopted into a new home.
kittens were found in plastic bags
in their dumpster, neighbors
Hoarder Response Task Force to address
finally called authorities to intervene. The
solutions for this phenomenon. We may
overwhelming smell of ammonia and trash
never fully understand the psychological
forced rescuers to wear face masks when the
dynamics that occur in an animal hoarder's
cats were removed. All of the cats-many of
brain (although more research is forth
them already pregnant-were neutered at a
coming), but it is clear that we must take a
local spay/neuter clinic. I assisted with the
multi-faceted approach to solving the
transfer of many of them to local shelters in
problem-for the sake of both animals and
both Vermont and New Hampshire. At press
people alike.
time, more than 56 of the cats had already
found new homes.
While this case may have had a happy
ending for these cats, it put a serious finan
When: March 10-13, 2004
cial strain on the lead shelter, although The
Where: Hyatt Regency Reunion, Dallas, TX
HSUS subsequently granted the organization
.nimal Care Expo is a we.rid-class
$2,000 to cover its expenses. More impor
educational conference combined
tantly, the danger still exists that these peo
with
a full-scale international trade
ple will start to accumulate animals again in
show,
designed
to help those in animal
a different location. The recidivism rate for
sheltering,
care,
co!)trol, and rescue do
animal hoarding is nearly 100 percent.
the
best
and
most
efficient jobs possible.
So what can we do as concerned citizens
Go
to
www.hsus2.org/she1tering/general/
to fight this phenomenon? We can be alert.
expo_information.html to learn more.
If you have concerns that someone you
know may be accumulating animals beyond
his or her means to care for them, contact
The NERO Regional News is a publication
your local animal shelter or law enforcement
of The Humane Society of the United
States, New England Regional Office, P.O.
agency: For more information on animal
Box 619, Jacksonville, VT 05342-0619; 802hoarding, you can contact our office or go
368-27 90. Joanne Bourbeau, director. The
office is open Monday through Friday from
on-line at www.hsus2.org/sheltering/
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is closed on federal
library/animal_hoarders.html.
holidays.
The HSUS has recently formed a National
© 2003 by The Humane Society of the

Animal Care Expo

A

Contacting HSUS

Write:
HSUS New England Regional Office
P.O. Box 619
Jacksonville, VT 05342-0619

Call:

802-368-2790

Fax:
802-368-2756
E-Mail:
PROPERTY OF
nero@hsus.org
HSlJS
UPRARY
Web Page:
www.hsus.org/nero

Promoting the protection of all animals

.

United States. All rights reserved.
A COPY OF THE LATEST REGISTRATION
AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FILED BY
THE HSUS MAY BE OBTAINED BY CON
TACTING THE HSUS, OFFICE OF THE
TREA SURER, 2100 L ST., NW,
WA SHINGTON, DC 20037, 202-452-1100.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY EN
DORSEMENT.
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